LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
The controversy now entered upon its final stage.  A
few days before the opening of Parliament it was rumoured
that the Government had at last decided to concede the
Roman Catholic claims, and the report was confirmed by a
passage in the King's speech advising the revision of "the
laws which impose civil disabilities  on His Majesty's
Roman Catholic subjects and to consider whether the
removal of those disabilities can be effected consistently
with the full and permanent security of our establishments
in Church and State." The agitation for and against con-
cession was renewed with even greater force; there was
much excitement all over the country and petitions poured
in.   One petition is especially interesting, viewed in the
light of the present day.  It was presented apologetically
by Lord Eldon, who confessed he did not know how to
deal with it, for it was signed by a great many ladies. He
was not aware that there was any precedent to exclude
ladies, but he would search the Journals and see if any
existed which prevented ladies from sending up their
expostulations against proposed measures which they con-
sidered harmful to the Constitution.  Lord King enquired
whether the petitioners were young or old ladies.  Lord
Eldon gravely replied that he had no information on that
point, but "there were many women who possessed more
knowledge of the Constitution and more common sense
than the descendants of Chancellors."   Lord King felt
sure that the sentiments expressed in the petition were those
of the old women of England.
A Roman Catholic Relief Bill passed the Commons
without difficulty. The attention of Great Britain and
Ireland was now focussed on the recalcitrant Lords. Lord
Redesdale spoke several times during the debate. His
Church and State orthodoxy had been scandalized beyond
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